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Urgent, topical and bursting 
with purpose, Nessah Muthy’s 
‘The Host’ bears the delightful 
fruits of an incisive script, 
potent direction and serious 
acting talent. 

In fact, such is the heft of  The 
Host that it is hard to fathom 
as to why this is not presented 

beyond the modest confines of  
the Hackney’s Yard Theatre. 
Then again, the rustic, cosy 
setting also adds to the 
production’s impact. 

Muthy’s piece is presented as 
a theatrical essay on prejudice, 
hope, fear, compassion and the 
seesaw tug of  familial 
obligation. Yasmin (Rebekah 
Murrell) is a gobby London girl 
with a heart of  gold buried 
beneath a sassy veneer. She is 
the one member of  her band of  
female siblings that has 
managed to orchestrate 
something resembling a 

conventional life. It is an 
existence without any frippery 
of  luxury and yet it is founded 
on traditional working class 
values.

Her sisters, however, are not 
quite so adept at keeping on 
the straight and narrow on 
life’s rambling highway. They 
are battling demons and issues 
of  their own. One day, after 
observing an altercation 
outside her property, Yasmin 
intervenes and comes to the 
aid of  the beaten Rabea 
(Zakaria Douglas-Zerouali) – a 
Syrian refugee on the streets 

of  Croydon. She takes him in. 
An odd couple in many 
respects; a frisson of  
something more plays out even 
in the throes of  increasingly 
platonic interactions. Yasmin’s 
sisters do not approve of  her 
act of  charity. Fireworks 
quickly erupt.

Although The Host 
approaches its conclusion with 
the address that Yasmin is the 
girls’ mixed-race half-sister, 
the opening volley of  
exchanges do not make that 
clear and one is initially 
disorientated trying to work 

out what is going on. It is a 
minor complaint. 

Taking place in a shabby 
living room, it is a perfect 
chamber setting to showcase a 
pedigree of  acting that is 
exceptionally high. Murrell is 
an out-and-out revelation. 
Douglas-Zerouali is not far 
behind, nor are the sisters who 
pad out the cast in a rare 
instance of  a play being worth 
its weight on acting execution 
alone. 

Thankfully, the script does 
this talent justice. 

Greg Wetherall

Review

Archway’s Learning 
Fair showcases range 
of hobbies and skills
January is normally the time 
when a flurry of new activities, 
workshops and classes are 
showcased for the benefit of 
those who are suddenly self-
conscious about their pouch or 
their limited language skills. 

If, however, you just can’t wait 
until next year and want to start 
being fitter, smarter or more 
creative right now, we have just 
the thing for you. 

On 9 September, Hargrave Hall 
will be holding a fair for those 
who know they want to be expand 
their horizons (or just have more 
than their commute to discuss at 
dinner parties) but don’t know 
where to start. 

More than 25 independent 
teachers will be on hand to show 
off  their subjects and get you 
excited about finally finding a 
hobby. 

Drum teachers, professional 
creative writers, laughing yogis 
and sourdough bakers will be 
there to give you an intro to their 
trade – so you’re bound to find 
your next favourite weekend 
activity by the time the day’s over.

The Learning Fair will have 
teachers of  German, public 
speaking and career coaching. 
There’s something for everyone, 
and your dinner companions will 
thank you.

Amongst the professionals 
showing off  their subjects will be 
Sally Kendall, a Camden-based 
mosaics artist: 

“I started doing mosaics in 2000 
and have worked with more than 
50 schools through Camden and 
Islington since. 

“I’m still teaching, but I also do 
a lot of  private and commercial 
work – some of  it has ended up at 
a hair salon on Fifth Avenue in Sally Kendall and her Amy Winehouse mosaic at the Hawley Arms

New York!” 
Sally’s creations are also 

scattered this side of  the pond; 
one she’s particularly proud of  is 
a black and white, pop art-style 
mosaic of  Amy Winehouse, which 
she donated to the singer’s 
favourite pub, the Hawley Arms 
in Camden. 

She says the most challenging 
part of  her job is working with 
young people with “very short 
attention spans – but it’s 
rewarding: when they start seeing 
the mosaic coming together they 
can’t believe it what they’ve 
achieved.” 

Sally offers adult mosaics 
classes – so give it a go.

Hargrave Hall Learning Fair. 
September 9, 11am – 4pm. 
Hargrave Rd, N19 5SP

Laura Gozzi

The Host at the 
Yard Theatre.  
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